Department of Defense
DIRECTIVE

Decenmber 17, 1991
NUVMBER 5120. 20

ASD ( PA)
SUBJECT : Arned Forces Radio and Tel evision Service (AFRTS )

Ref er ences: (a) DoD Directive 5120.20, “American Forces Radio
and Tel evision Service (AFRTS ),” Decenber 23,
1980 (hereby cancel ed )

(b) DoD 5120.20-R, “Mnagenment and Operation of
Armed Forces Radio and Tel evi sion Service
(AFRTS) , " February 1988, authorized by this
Directive

c DoD 5025.1-M “ DoD Directives System
Procedures, " Decenber 1990, authorized by
DoD Directive 5025.1, Decenber 23, 1988

(d) DoD Directive 5122.10, “American Forces
| nformation Service, " March 13, 1989

(e) through (1 ) , see enclosure 1

A. REISSUANCE AND PURPOSE

This Directive;

1. Reissues reference (a) to reflect primary organi zati onal

changes, to update policy, and to assign responsibilities for the
AFRTS .

2. Authorizes the continued publication of reference (b) in
conpliance with reference ( ¢ )

B. APPLICABILITY

This Directive applies to the Ofice of the Secretary of
Defense, the MIlitary Departnents, the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the Joint Staff, the Unified and Specified
Commands, the Inspector General of the Departnent of Defense, the
Def ense Agencies, and the DoD Field Activities (hereafter re-

f erred to collectively as “the DoD Conponents” ) . The term
"Military Senite, " as used herein, refers to the Army, the Navy,
the Alr Force, and the Marine Corps.

c. DEFIN TIONS

The terns used Iin this Directive are defined in enclosure 2.



D. PAOICY
It is DoD policy that:

1. The AFRTS, an activity of the American Forces Information
Service (AFPIS ) and a DoD Field Activity under the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) (ASD ( PA) ) , shall:

a. Support the DoD internal information program as
stipulated in DoD Directive 5122.10 (reference (d) ), by providing
a broad range of information and entertai nnment program ng,
through the radio and television (TV ) nedia, to overseas DoD
personnel and their famly nmenbers. The term “overseas, " as used
herein, refers to geographic |ocations outside of the contiguous
United States including U S Navy ships at sea.

_ b. Provide U S mlitary comanders, worldw de, with
uni que neans to communi cate internal information directly to DoD
personnel and their famly menbers overseas.

_ c. Assist in nmaintaining and enhancing the norale,
readi ness, and well-being of DoD personnel.

d. Not seek to conpete for audiences with any other
broadcast facility or organization. AFRTS broadcasts are di-
rected toward DoD audi ences overseas. The fact that others my
recei ve those broadcasts is the result of the inherent character-
Istics of radio and TV transm Ssions.

~e.  Not endorse or inply DobD endorsenent of any
commerci al product or service.

f. Be part of the DoD internal iInformation program
Equipment, personnel, and funds appropriated for the AFRTS may
not be used to support external information prograns, in accor-
dance wi th congressional | y-inposed budget and operational [im -
tations.

2. AFRTS Qutl ets:

a. Shall operate under the centralized nmanagenent and
control of the MIlitary Departnents, in accordance with the
policies and procedures devel oped by the Director, AFIS and
A FRTS, under this Drective, Dob 5120.2 O R and DoD Directive
5122.10 (references (b) and (d) )

b. Shall adhere to AFIS broadcast policy, which
prohi bits censorship, propagandi zi ng, or mani pul ati on, and which
mandat es that overseas DoD personnel and their famly nmenbers are
entitled to the sane type of information and entertal nnent
programng as their fellow citizens in the United States.
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( 1) That policy is subject to the foll ow ng
consi derati ons:

(a) Host-Country Sensitivities. AFRTS outlets
broadcast in foreign countries wth the approval of the host
governnent, which assigns broadcast frequencies and authorizes
cable systens and satellite reception capabilities. Program
topi cs considered sensitive to a host country may be restricted
from broadcast on an AFRTS outlet in that country, if they are
|isted on the official “Host-Country Sensitivity List, “ as
foll ows :

1 The official “Host-Country Sensitivity
List” is the only legitimte basis for del eti ng AFRTS broadcasts.
That list is conprised of U S. Embassy and host-country team
i nputs from each country. Only those activities can add to, or
delete f rem that |ist. It nmust reflect only genuine concerns of
hpsa nations, that, if violated, could threaten AFRTS broadcast
rights.

2 Host-country sensitivity lists do not
apply to AFRTS radio or TV prograns distributed on a base cable

Tv system and/ or an encoded broadcast channel. Therefore, there
I's no reason for such AFRTS outlets to screen any AFRTS program
before airing. | n those cases, the cabl ecast and/or encode

broadcasts are primarily limted to the authorized U S. DoD
audi ence and are not available for consunption by the general
| ocal national popul ation.

3 The “Host-Country Sensitivities List”
applies to over-the-air broadcast transm ssions, including both
radio and TV news prograns. The responsibility for review ng
programng for sensitivities rests wwth the receiving network or
station, which nust determ ne whether those prograns nmay be aired
on schedul e or should be delayed to permt review ng for possible
sensitivities infringements. The decision to delay program ng
shal 1 be nmade by the receiving network or station in conjunction
with the | ocal command. The decision to actually w thhold pro-
gram ng can be nmade only by the country team and then based
solely on the “Host-Country Sensitivities List. “© A decision to
W t hhol d program ng nust be relayed i mediately by the network or
station to the AFIS through command channels. Networks may uni -
|aterally tape-delay Satellite Network ( SATNET ) prograns for tine
shifting; i.e., to broadcast the prograns at a tinme generally
accepted as nore convenient and/or accessible to the audi ence.

4 News progranms nust not be edited to
elimnate host-country sensitivities. If a host-country sensi-
tivity occurs within a news program the entire news program nust
be cancel ed.



~ (b) Area Restrictions. Wien | egal owners of
prograns prohibit the AFRTS from broadcasting certain prograns in
speci fied geographic areas, those restrictions nust be honored.

(2) The considerations in subparagraphs D. 2 .b. ( 1) (a)
through D. 2 .b. ( 1) (b), above, do not permt the calculated wth-
hol ding or editing of information and entertai nnent program ng
based on personal taste or preference. Such practices constitute
censorship and are prohibited.

c. shall maximze the use of information and entertain-
ment programing provided by the AFRTS Broadcast Center ( AFRTS-
BC ) located in Los Angeles, CA, and Service-produced internal
informati on programng distributed by the MIlitary Departnents.
AFRTS outlets may produce |local information, entertai nnent, and
religious programng to neet internal information objectives.

~d.  Shall not produce news editorials, conmentary, or
anal ysis; engage in investigative reporting, or initiate polit-
| cal news coverage.

e. Shall protect all program ng and associ ated broadcast
products from unaut horized use. Those materials remain in the
custody of the Departnent of Defense.

f. May be advised by the Director, AFIS and AFRTS, to
br oadcast special programng on certain occasions. Failure to
conply wth that requirement nust be justified to the ASD ( PA)

g- My not off er broadcasts in other than the English
language, except as stated in DoD 5120. 20-R, Chapter 4, section
4-101 (reference (b) ) .

h. May be used to pronpte nmilitary training or off-duty
education only at designated renpte sites and aboard Navy shi ps,
and as stated in Chapter 4, subsection 4-100.5 of reference (b)
Furt her exceptions to that policy shall be considered by the
Director, AFIS and AFRTS, on a case-by-case basis. AFRTS outlets
recei ve manpower, equipnent, and ot her resources fromthe
Mlitary Broadcasting Services primarily for internal informa-
tion. Qutlets may not be used to Produce non-AFRTS briefings,
| mage tapes, or distinctly external (public information) public
affairs products. In no instance shall the primary m ssion of
t he AFRTS be jeopardi zed.

~i. My not use filnms and programnmaterials fromthe
and Air Force Exchange Service ( AAFES ) and the Navy Mtion
Picture Service (except at Navy Broadcasting Service detachnents,
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whi ch are authorized on a case-by-case basis) . That does not
prevent use of AAFES-provided pronos and/or trailers to inform
t he audi ence of comng attractions.

j. May not be used for any type of political and/or
psychol ogi cal operations, and nmay not produce or broadcast

programing to serve interests of other than the DoD internal
audi ence.

3. The AFRTS-BC, a field activity of the AFIS, shall:

a. Provide radio and television news, inf ormation and
entertai nment programng that is representative of U S. broad-
casting for the exclusive use of AFRTS outlets.

b. Be the only source authorized to negotiate for,
acquire, and distribute commercial and public broadcasting
program ng, except as stated in DoD 5120.20-R Chapter 4, sub-
section 4-102.13 (reference (b)), which aut hori zes contractlng
for commercial news services to ensure bal anced news program ng.
Furt her exceptions to that policy shall be considered by the
Director, AFIS and AFRTS, on a case-by-case basis.

c. Provide through satellite, and distribute, through
I nformation cassette and disc, internal information programng in
support of DoD internal i nfor mation thenes, goal s, and objec-
tives. That includes radio and TV spot announcements provi ded by
t he AFIS.

d. Distribute religious programng and religious spot
announcenents approved solely by the Arnmed Forces Chapl ai ns
Board O fice of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force
Managenment and Personnel )

e. Establish procedures to alert AFRTS outlets of
specific entertai nment program ng containing discretionary
subj ect matter including that considered sensitive to a host
country .

E. RESPONSIBI LI TI ES

1. The Assistant Secretary of Defense ( Public Affairs )
shal | :

a. Devel op broad DoD policy guidelines and objectives
for DoD internal infornmation prograns.

b. Exercise authority, direction and control of AFIS and
AFRTS and provide DoD policy and operational direction to the
Director, AFIS and APRTS.



_ c. Provide DoD Instructions and/or Regulations to the
Mlitary Departnments on AFRTS matters.

2. The Director, American Forces | nformati on Service,
shal | :

a. Serve as Director of the AFRTS.
b. Conply with DoD Directive 5122.10 (reference (d) )

c. Develop policies and procedures and oversee their
| npl ement ation, for the management and operation of AFRTS radio
and TV broadcasting activities of the Departnent of Defense, and
eval uate and direct corrective action by the Mlitary Departnents
to ensure that the AFRTS is properly structured and nmanaged.

d. Exercise AFRTS fiscal and nmanpower resource control
t hrough the Planning, Program ng, and Budgeting System and
monitor the inplenentation of approved prograns.

e. Authorize the configuration and capabilities of AFRTS
out lets and networks.

f. Ensure a free flow of information and entertai nnent
program ng to overseas DoD personnel and their dependents w thout
censorshi p, propagandi zing, or manipul ation.

9 Ensure that all AFRTS broadcast activities are in
conformance wth host-country rules and regul ati ons governi ng
radio and Tvtransm ssions and are guided by the applicable rules
and regul ations of the Federal Conmunications Conm ssion.

h. In coordination with the MIlitary Departnents,
establish standards for the training of nanagenent, production,
and technical staffs and for the operation and mai ntenance (O8M )
of equi pnent at AFRTS outl ets.

i. Oversee and devel op policies for:

1 ) The worldw de Arned Forces Satellite-
Transmtted Radi o Service (AFSTRS )

( 2 ) The worldw de TV SATNET distribution system
( 3 ) The superstation SATNET distribution systens.

' (4) The worl| dw de organi zed network of extended
termnals ( ONET ) managenent infornmation systens.
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(5) Joint workforce standards for the managenent and
the oaM of AFRTS outlets worl dw de.

( 6 ) Centralized deliberate wartinme and contingency
pl anni ng and operations for AFRTS outlets worldw de. To
a =~complish that function, the Director, AFIS and AFRTS, shall:

(a) Act as the control el enent of AFRTS
resources of the Arny, the Navy, the Air Force, and the Marine
Corps on behalf of the ASD ( PA) and the Unified Conmands.

(b) Act as the DoD agent responsible for the
al l ocation, reapportionnent, and redistribution of available
AFRTS resources, based on the document ed requi renments of the
Uni fi ed Commands.

(c) Direct and coordinate the AFRTS resupply
efforts of the MIlitary Broadcasting Services, the AFRTS-BC, and
t he Tel evision-Audio Support Activity ( T-ASA ), in tinme of war and
for contingency operations, based on the document ed requi rements
of the Unified Conmand(s) .

j- Oversee nmanagenent of the AFRTS-BC.

k. |Issue instructional-type nenoranduns and provide
p>licy guidance to the Mlitary Departnents for ASD ( PA ) -approved
P rograms.

1. As appropriate, consult with and informthe Unified
arid/or Specified Commands on matters that impact on their m ssion
and responsibilities.

m. Establish policies and procedures for negotiation and
paynent of nmusic and artist agreenents, and for performng rights
under DoD Directive 5535.7 (reference (e) )

n. In coordination with the MIlitary Broadcasting
Sarvices, develop and inplenent the Joint-Service Application
Report for manning AFRTS outl ets worl dw de.

0. Revi ew and concur or nonconcur Iin the selection of

t ne Commander, T-ASA, and provide letter input to the officer
e £ f iciency report of the Commander, T-ASA

3. The Secretaries of the Military Departnents shall:

a. Comply with DoD Directive 5122.10, subsection F. 3.
( xef erence (d)).

_ b. Through their resPectlve Mlitary Broadcasting
Service, provide all personnel, financial, engineering, nainten-
ance, and | ogistical resources to establlsh central ly manage,



control, operate, and maintain AFRTS outlets, in accordance with
this Drective, DoD Directive 5122.10, DoD 5120. 20-R, DoD
Directive 4100.15, and DoD Instruction 4100.33 (references (d) ,

(b), (), and (g)).

c. Ensure that a U S citizen is designated as the
commander or manager of an AFRTS outlet. That individual may be
either mlitary or civilian. QGvilians nust be enployed by the
U . S. Governnent, or a concern under contract to the U S. Govern-
ment .

d. Establish and nmaintain centralized equi pnent
al | omances and authorizations for AFRTS outlets, in accordance
wth DoD Directive 5040.2 (reference (h) ), and the AFI'S program
for the standardi zation and certification of broadcast equi pnent.

e. Negotiate an Inter-Service Support Agreenment, in
accordance with Chapter 10, section 10-100 of reference (b) , and
DoD Directive 4000.19 (reference ( i ) ), when an AFRTS outl et
serves personnel of nmore than one MIlitary Service. Nornally,
those agreenents shall be negotiated at the | owest possible
level. Differences in reaching agreenents shall be adjudi cated
by the Director, AFIS and A FRTS.

f.  Ensure that nothing inhibits the free flow of radio
and TV information and entertai nnent programng to overseas DoD
personnel and their famly nmenbers.

9« Through their respective MIlitary Broadcasting
Service, manage and nonitor the MIlitary Departnent-uni que public
a £Ef airs issues, internal command information materials, and sup-
port efforts for broadcast by AFRTS outlets on outbreak of hos-

tilities.

) Iﬁ' The Conmanders of the Unified and Specified Conmands
shal | :

a. Conply with DoD Directive 5122.10, subsection F. 5.
(ref erence (d) ) .

b. Establish an organi zation under the Unified Conmmand
Director of Public Affairs to which allocated AFRTS resources
woul d be assigned on inplenmentation of the theatre wartine
operational plan ( OPLAN ) and ensure that f ollowup IS integrated
into the OPLAN.

c. Provide a list of subjects considered sensitive to
host countries, as related to AFRTS program ng in accordance wth
subsection F. 2., bel ow

d. On request of the Director, AFIS and AFRTS, negotiate
agreenents or nenoranduns with host countries authorizing the
establ i shment and conti nuance of AFRTS outlets.
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‘e. Ensure that nothing inhibits the free flow of radio
and TV information and entertalnnment programng to overseas DoD
personnel and their famly nenbers.

5.  The Secretary of the Aarmv shall designate the T-ASA to
provi de support to the Dob-wide AFRTS N Ssions. The T-AsSA, an
activity located at the Sacranento Army Depot, Sacranento, CA,
shal | conply with DoD 5120. 20-R, Chapter 9 (reference (b) )

6. The Heads of the DoD Conponents shall follow the AFRTS
managenent and operations procedures in reference (D)

F. 1T NFORVATI ON REQUI REMENTS

1. DDForm 2137, “The AFRTS Qutlet/Network Registration, “
Report Control Synbol DD-PA(AR ) 1572, shall be submtted through
channels to the Director, AFIS and AFRTS, at the tine of
Initiation of a request for an AFRTS outlet and wthin 30 days
of a substantive change affecting an AFRTS outlet, and shall be
updated wthin 30 days followng the end of each fiscal year.

2. The AFRTS host-country “Sensitive Sub ject Summary
Narrative Report, ” Report Control Synbol DD-PA{ A&AR) 1537, shall
be submtted to the Director, AFIS and AFRTS; the Commander,
AFRTS-BC; and the Conmandant, Defense Information School. Public
Aff airs Oficers of the Unified and Specified Commands, or other
maj or commands havi ng AFRTS outl ets under their cognizance, shall
forward that report annually and as changes, additions, and
del etions occur. Annual reports are due Septenber 15th of each
year.

G  EFFECTI VE DATE AND | MPLENMENTATI ON

This Directive is effective imediately. Forward one copy of
implementi ng docunents to the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Public Affairs ) wthin 120 days.

o ()

Donal d J. AtWood
Deputy Secretary of Defense

Encl osures - 2
1. References
2. Definitions
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(i)
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REFERENCES, conti nued

DoD Directive 5535.7 “License Agreements wth Foreign
performng Rights Societies, “ Novenber 1, 1985

DoD Directive 4100.15, “Commercial Activities Program "~
March 10, 1989

DoD I nstruction 4100. 33, “Conmercial Activities Program
Procedures, " September 9, 1985

DoD Directive 5040.2, “Visual Information (M ),”
Decenber 7, 1987

DoD Directive 4000.19, “ Interservice, |nterdepartnental,
and | nteragency Support, ” Cctober 141 1980
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DEFI NI Tl1 ONS

1. AFRTS Broadcast Center (AFRTS-BC). A field activity of the
AFIS, which is the onlv_source authorized to provide AFRTS out -
lets wth information and entertai nnent programing produced by the
private sector and other Federal Agenci es.

2. AFRTS Mni-TV. A self-contained videotape playback system
used in renote or iIsolated areas not served by a Tvsignal from an

AFRTS outl et.

3. AFRTS Network. Two or nore AFRTS stations, authorized by the
Director, AFIS and AFRTS, to dissem nate programng through inter-
connectlng br oadcast quallty transm ssion circuits or satellites.

4, AFRTS Network Affiliate Station. A station that is operated
under the control of a network headquarters, and receives a pro-
gramng feed from that headquarters through | nt erconmecti ng broad-
cast quality transmssion circuits or satellite.

5. AFRTS Network-Operated Station. A station that is operated by
a network headquarters, but does not receive a programfeed from
t hat headquarters.

6. AFRTS Qutlet. Any facility authorized by the Director, AFIS
and AFRTS, to dissem nate AFRTS radio or TV progranln? An outl et
| ncl udes AFRTS radi o and TV stations and networks ay sites,
translators, Navy ships, mni-TV sites, and any ot her AFRTS
broadcast (over-the-air or cable) facility.

7. AFRTS Satellite Network ( SATNET ). The worldw de satellite
distribution systemoriginating at the AFRTS-BC that provides
radio and TV news, sports, information, and tine-sensitive
entertai nment programng to AFRTS outlets.

8. AFRTS Station. An AFRTS radio or TV outlet that has dedi cated
broadcast and/or technical personnel assigned, has |ocal program

origination capability, and is under direct control of one of the

Mlitary Broadcasting Services.

9. AFRTS Unmanned Qutlet. A location authorized to receive an
AFRTS radio or TV signal, but which has no AFRTS personnel
assi gned.

10. The Armed Forces Radio and Tel evision Service (AFRTS ). A
wor | dw de broadcast organi zation that conpri ses:

a. An AFRTS headquarters elenment within the AFIS.
b. The A FRTS-BC
2-1



c. AFRTS centralized managenent Headquarters within the
Mlitary Departnents.

d. AFRTS networks and/or outlets around the worl d.
11. Arned Forces Satellite-Transn tted Radi o Service (AFSTRS )

A satellite radio service carrying the AFRTS-BC radi o broadcast
service to renote | ocations and ships at sea.

12.  Censorship. The wthholding or editing of information and
entertai nment program ng, when such action is not supported by
| egitimate host-country sensitivities or by broadcast restric-

tions inposed by program owners.

13. Entertai nnent Programing. Radio and TV program ng that
affords pleasure, diversion, or amusenent; i.e. , conedy, dranm,
variety, sports, and musi cal perfornances

14, Host-Country Sensitivities. Subjects that are restricted
from broadcast on an AFRTS outlet, when determned by the U S
Anbassador or U S. country team nornally in witing, to be
sensitive to the host-country concerned and which woul d ] eop-
ardi ze AFRTS broadcast rights in that country.

15. Informati on Programing. Radio and TV program ng that

comuni cates know edge and includes world, national (U S ) ,
Mlitary Service, mgjor and/or |ocal connand community, and host-
country news; news analysis and commentary; publlc affairs; and
Spot announcements on internal information subjects.

16. Organized Network of Extended Termnals ({ ONET ) . The AFRTS
managenent i nformation systeminstalled at AFRTS stations, net-
works, Mlitary Broadcasting Services, and DoD Headquarters and
support |ocations. The ONET systen1|s centrally managed by the
AFI'S, while the installed equipnent and its daily operatlon s the
respon5|b|I|ty of the MIlitary Service concerned.

17. Superstation. An AFRTS network station that distributes its
daily programing to its affiliated stations by satellite.
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